
    

Father Hugh writes: 
It's bank holiday weekend again which probably isn't that important in these days of
restriction. I wonder why we still have them?? there must be a reason.
These last days in August also serve as a reminder that a new academic year begins, let
us hope and pray that it is a successful year for all and that Covid-19 will not stop the
learning process. The balance must be a difficult one for some families, but it seems to
me, that the overall good must be to be in school or college.

We kept St Monica last Thursday who above all was a Mum just like so many others. If
30th August was not on a Sunday we would celebrate 3 Women of the Reformation, St's
Anne Line, Margaret Clitherow and Margaret Ward, all, it seems to me independent
women with a firm faith, and from different parts of our country, but all facing the same
challenge in their lives. We could usefully seek their prayers to help us with our current
challenges.

This week our Saints days are on Monday with St Aidan and St Cuthbert on Friday, both
again 'our' saints, with St Gregory on Thursday and St Teresa of Kolkata on Saturday.
There is a richness in all their lives from which we may learn.

The call this Sunday is to be a follower of Jesus, as we come to our Mass and hear the
word we may see how we fall short of that or perhaps celebrate how far we have come
on our journey of Faith.
Jeremiah reflects on the struggle and shows us that down the centuries life repeats itself.
The faith journey was not easy for the people of Israel either and constantly needed 
support which was offered as we know by the prophets, further on we have many 
supports in the likes of the gospels, epistles and through the centuries, that which
became known as the Fathers of the Church; writings published today by varying thinkers
which of course includes Pope Francis.

The rains were most welcome, (not sure that the winds were!) and as you'll have seen the
grass has leapt into growth and all is green again. It reminds us that there is no need to
waste time and water watering grass in a drought because it recovers so quickly. I notice
a spurt of growth on some shrubs too as the growing season comes to a close and the
wood ripens for the winter.
This is a good time of the year to have plans for adjustments in the garden, too early to
execute them really, but if you are thinking of renewals, it's a good idea to make some
notes and perhaps scrap that which may not have been successful or died in the drought.
I think I can safely now put the hose away for the winter!

Food bank: We are collecting again and dried, tinned food etc. can be put into the box in the
narthex. This will be emptied on 21st September, so please bring your donations over the next
couple of weeks. Please avoid handling the box or its contents as you place your goods in.

Sustainable Henfield is restarting the Terracycle scheme. Unfortunately, because of COVID, they
cannot sort items, so various businesses are hosting collection points for different items. The idea
is that people can drop things in when they are on the High Street shopping. A list of what goes
where has been sent to local households, but if you haven't received one, they can be obtained
from Jane O'Dwyer at 07889761987 or janeapateman@hotmail.com

There is free afternoon car parking in Horsham town and all village car parks (including
Henfield) from 2pm during this August bank holiday weekend.


