
FFaatthheerr HHuugghh WWrriitteess::

The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple which we celebrate
today is a 'feast of the Lord' and so replaces the Sunday in Ordinary
time. It occurs this way every 5 years or so, another example would
be the Transfiguration on August 6th or The Triumph of the Cross on
14th September.
We are noticing the day length getting longer as we advance
towards the summer solstice in the calendar. So this feast has a
similar celebration effect as we bless and carry candles. Simeon's
prophetic words the Jesus' parents was that he would be a light. We
too know that Jesus is that light for us too as we see that flame and
take home some of the words we hear again today. St Luke in his
writing teaches us again that Mary and Joseph carried out the law,
hence their attending the Temple. The words of Anna and Simeon
must have been quite a surprise for them; and in St Luke's style,
gave them something to ponder on. 

To remind you, Ash Wednesday is on 26th February with our Mass
at 6.30pm.

Henfield’s Gardens and Arts Weekend 13/14th June.
To make this a big success, we need to start planning now for the
weekend so that we all are involved and can make the two days an
event in the village as well as all the other contributions with which
you may be involved.
WE NEED A CO-ORDINATOR. Probably we should form a team to
shape the days and decide precisely what we are going to do. The
garden bit is in hand and is coming along in spite of another 3" of
rain in January.
So as to guage the numbers available to help there are signing on
forms in the porch. Please add your name/s if you will be available
to help on either day or better still on both days.  
Refreshments are always a good thing to serve and in the '90s we
could raise approx. £2000 in an afternoon, so it's worth giving some
thought as to how we should proceed. Maybe to balance out the
work load we could consider providing lunches on the Saturday with
teas instead on the Sunday. Everything will of coursebe  dependent
on the numbers of helpers available.

cont/d...

FFrr HHuugghh WWrriitteess ccoonntt//dd......

There's much to think about - incidentally Sunday 14th June is also
our Patronal Feast Of The Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.

With such a mild winter again, plants are beginning to grow, The first
of the Camellias is in flower, whilst others are showing colour.
I think this year we might advance our pruning of roses by a month as
they are beginning to shoot. 
I shall soon tackle the Buddleias, as they are beginning to grow as
well. If it dries up! maybe a little grass cutting!

PPaarriisshh NNoottiicceess::
Laudato Si: The web link to view the video on Vimeo is:
https://vimeo.com/277781433
You can either watch it directly or download it (the download button is
a little lower down on the screen).
Fr Hugh and I hope to have a further gathering, when we can look at
the follow-up video. Avoiding half term weekends, and one or two
other 'problems', it will probably have to be in March.     Deacon Paul

The Grandparents Group will next meet on Thursday 13th
February. Please check the newsletter next week for the change
of venue details and address. 

Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion: Saturday 29th
February at Arundel Cathedral, 2.30pm with Bishop Richard. For
those preparting to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation
and Eucharist at Easter. Regristration and refreshments from 1pm.
Please book through Fr. Hugh.

A&B Diocese Lourdes Pilgrimage: 24th to 30th July by Air or 23rd
to 31st July by coach. Applications are now open: www.ablourdes.org
Alternatively contact the Pilgrimage office on 01403 740110 for an
application form if you wish to go to Lourdes as an assisted pilgrim.

World Day of Prayer: This year the service, written by the women of
Zimbabwe, will take place on Friday 6th March at St Peter’s Church,
Henfield at 2pm. 

    


