
Father Hugh Writes:

This week we have received via  the St Philip Howard centre copies
of St Matthew's gospel for you to take (and read of course!)
We begin the year of St Matthew today as Advent begins. as you
read you will notice some differences between the gospels, particu-
larly as we approach Christmas, that there is no infancy narrative.
However as always at the beginning of the season, the Liturgy
addresses the last things, and the second coming of Jesus Christ.
Though commercially we are pushed into Christmas, spiritually we
are not there yet. Patience!
Further thoughts have been given as to opening our garden for the
Henfield open gardens and the consensus is that we should do it.
One thought is that we should do both days, but we need to be sure
we can manage that work load, I would like more thoughts please.
A benefactor has offered us a new Crucifix for our Church which will
be more substantial than our present one that is a little hidden
behind the tabernacle. I have accepted the gift on behalf of us all
and look forward to it's arrival. The general instruction of the Roman
Missal suggests that the Cross must contain the figure of Christ
Crucified on it and be clearly visible to all the people. 
The table top sale raised £25 and was a good thing to do it seems
to me. I've asked Seamus, if he might give us a total of what we
have raised to support our rewiring and new lighting project .
As the month came to an end the rain guage was full again, with
over 5" of rain which with the previous 2 months added on gives us
approx. 15" of rain since 23rd Sept. A very wet autumn. Of course
the rain was much needed as we had been low on rainfall for a few
years. I'm hoping to get the bulbs recently delivered planted now,
the rains have hampered much gardening recently, but at least the
leaves are cleared.
You will be pleased to know that James and Cathy my 3rd nephew
and his wife had a second son last Friday Freddie James.... my 4th
great Nephew, and so far only one great niece!

Thanks to Paul and Marie Anne I have now planted a Paulownia
Tomentosa to replace the Koelreuteria that we had to fell. All being
well it should make rapid growth next year and when we get it to
flowering size it should produce blue/mauve flowers on spikes not
dissimilar to a foxglove.

Parish Notices: Would parents please note there will be no
First Holy Communion session after Mass today. They will
recommence next Sunday, 8th. 

There will be a second collection after Mass today, 1st December, for
flowers for our church at Christmas.

The annual Village United Advent Service takes place this evening at
St Peter’s Church, Henfield at 6pm. Everybody welcome.

Advent Groups: Please join one of the Advent groups. They last just
11/2 hours, refreshments provided. Please complete a form or e-mail
Josephine.slaughter@btinternet.com as soon as possible. A list will
be displayed in the porch and updated as the names come in.

2019 Election: In the coming Parliament there is likely to be a sub-
stantial push to facilitate abortion and possibly even extend abortion
on demand up to birth. “Right to life UK” is asking that we ask our
election candidates to sign the "Both lives pledge" aimed at support-
ing mothers and reducing the time limit on abortions. For full details
and how to do this, go to righttolife.org.UK
Angel Tree Outcome: A huge thanks for your amazing expression of
love and generosity to support families of men serving a sentence at
HMP Lewes. We have contributed beautiful gifts for 25 children and
donated £567 (including £62 Gift Aid) which will be used to buy more
gifts and package and deliver them. Thanks to Leo, Mo, Tracy and
Helen for helping in organisation.You are all angels!! Dominic
The Co-workers of Mother Teresa: There is a box in the porch to
collect items for the homeless in Brighton and/or London. Please give
any monetary donations to Jo Slaughter.

Next Sunday 8th: There will be an Organ recital at 3pm here in
church by Gerald Taylor, fellow of the Royal College of Organists.
Entry is free but donations are requested in aid of the Henfeld Haven.
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies in our hall. 

Sunday 15th December: Sing along Christmas Carols. Please come
to an afternoon of carol singing in our Church Hall at 3pm. Mince pies
and mulled wine provided for a small donation. All profits to help the
homeless. Please contact MarieAnne 01273 493913. There will also
be a sweet treat “prize every time” Tombola for Church funds.

The January ‘Laudato Si’ meeting has been changed to 25th
January. More details nearer the time. 

 


