
Father Hugh writes:  
It's a month since Christmas, tomorrow being the feast of the conversion of St 
Paul on 25th January. It is a feast that closes the octave of prayer for christian 
unity. 
However before we get there we celebrate the Third Sunday in the year, returning 
to Mark's Gospel in the 1st Chapter. Here the author gives us a brief account it 
seems of John the Baptist's arrest and the call of the twelve. 
It's all so simple, and yet I wonder what was their experience in seeing Jesus to 
simply follow him?  
What did happen? That does give us a bit more to ponder on, and maybe ask the 
question as to how we heard/hear the call of the Lord each day. If we were able to 
speak about it, we might have many different answers. 
The dramatic call for St Paul and his conversion doesn't happen to us all! We all 
do like a bit of drama, but I also like the call of Samuel which we heard last 
Sunday.  
Those two stories tell us much about the call of the Lord to us. 

We will celebrate Sts Timothy and Titus on Tuesday, two disciples and helpers of 
St Paul. St Timothy being put in charge of the church in Ephesus and St Titus in 
Crete and we read from the epistles St Paul wrote to them in the year. 
Also St Thomas Aquinas on Thursday, born in 1225 who became a great 
philosopher in his life. 

I did join the zoom meeting regarding the lent programme and learnt that it is 
envisaged to be concluded over the next 5 years taking us to 2025. At the 
moment I can't quite think that far ahead; as I suspect many of us can't and are 
just dealing with today and tomorrow. 

If you saw the Inauguration of President Biden on Wednesday you may well have 
been inspired by the young Poet Laureate for the USA Amanda Gorman. Now 
there's another young person who for me is an inspiration. 
She led so beautifully and along with the President's inaugural address may give 
us all much to work on. Unity is the challenge for us in these difficult times.  
We should all be thankful that America has rejoined the WHO as well as the Paris 
agreement on Climate Change. 

Have you seen the Winter Aconites coming into bloom along with snowdrops in 
front gardens? Little signs as the days lengthen, that winter is progressing. If you 
have time and want to make changes, there's still time for planting. As Alan 
Titchmarsh said the other day on his Sunday morning programme on ITV bare 
root plants are a cheaper way of buying and they need the same attention in the 
first years as something container grown. 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
The Henfield Haven & Helpline: During the current lockdown the Haven Café is closed 
but is offering freshly cooked meals and snacks for collection or free delivery in the BN5 
area. This service is available 10am to 3pm on weekdays. Please call 01273 494747 for 
details of what is available and to place an order. 
Daily specials are listed on the Haven’s Facebook page at:

https://www.facebook.com/HenfieldHaven
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