
Father Hugh writes: 
Grateful thanks to Egham parish for their cast offs in the way of microphones etc. , 
which have significantly improved our pa system. I'm grateful to Peter Hearn for 
installing the various bits and resetting the system. I'm sure you have noticed the 
improvements this week. 

Following on from the Parable of the Good Shepherd last Sunday, we read in Chapter 
15 of St John's gospel this week the parable of the vine, the relationship between us 
and Jesus Christ which does need to be taught. As we know from any gardening 
experience, all plants need strong roots to produce a good crop. So it is with us and 
God, the relationship needs to be strong and strengthened in our daily prayer. 

This weekend is another holiday weekend, and as I look at the forecast Monday 
could be wet. Yippee, but not if you planned to go to the beach! I'm sure you will 
have heard that this is probably the coldest April for approx. 60 years. It has been a 
completely dry month and of course is not good for our farmers and growers trying 
to supply our needs. 

As May begins, traditionally a month of intercession to our Lady, we are encouraged 
to pray our rosaries with a focus on the needs of those suffering from the pandemic. 
The plight of the Indian people is just one example that's been brought to our 
attention. It's a puzzle to me as to why the government is reducing the overseas aid 
budget when there is so much obvious need in other countries and we can appear to 
be so extravagant on things that we may not see as essential. We are encouraged 
this week to vote in local elections.  

Geoff Jewson's funeral will be on Monday 10th at Noon at Worthing Crematorium. We 
continue to hold Jo, Steve and Andrew and families in our prayers. Numbers at 
funerals still remain at 30. A Mass for Geoff’s intention will be said on Friday 7th. 

We shall inter the ashes of Terry Kelly on Friday 14th after our 10am Mass. I have 
asked Andrea (Terry's daughter) to let me know numbers so that we can have 
sufficient spacing in the church. 
I shall take Roger's funeral on Tuesday at Surrey and Sussex crematorium at 
11.15am so there won't be time to have a 10am Mass. However I think we can 
celebrate the English Martyrs on Wednesday at our 10am Mass which is a feast in our 
country. 

On Monday we keep the Memoria of Sts Philip and James. 
There are a few dates to remember if you haven't yet recorded them:  
Ascension Day is Thursday 13th with our Mass at 6.30pm. (places need to be 
booked–see page 3) 
Our Social parish gathering is on Saturday 26th June. (more details nearer the time) 

Names please if you wish to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation. We shall 
combine as last year with St Paul's Catholic College, St Wilfrid's in Burgess Hill and St 
Paul's Parish, Haywards Heath. The Confirmation workshop initially is on Saturday 
July 17th. The youcat book will be the basis of the programme which we can 
purchase or you may collect from the parish office in Burgess Hill (01444 232358) or 
I will for you when next in town.  



Notices: 
A Message from Bishop Richard. The Pontifical Council for the New 
Evangelisation has called for the month of May to be a time of prayer for “the end 
of the pandemic together with the recitation of the Rosary together with shrines 
from all over the world.” The First of May has been assigned especially for Our 
Lady of Walsingham, with the prayer intention in favour of all Souls.  
I do ask you, on occasions in May when the Rosary is celebrated publicly, to 
include prayers for all affected by the pandemic, remembering especially at 
present the situation in India. With Prayers and Good Wishes, Richard. 

————————————————————————————————————————

The Ascension of the Lord on Thursday 13th May is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Please book your place with Deacon Paul for the Mass at 6.30pm.  
(We will advise if the Mass is to be live streamed in the next newsletter.) 

————————————————————————————————————————

JO’S PLANT SALE will take place at Henfield Place next Saturday, 8th May, from 
11am. As last year, Covid restrictions will be in place with widely spaced tables 
and staggered timing to avoid crowded queuing.  
There will be a Jam stall this year but no Refreshments or Raffle. As usual proceeds 
will go to Aid to the Church in Need.  
Jo would be extremely grateful for any offers of plants, as well as help both before 
and after the sale. Please ring Jo on 01273 493101. 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

Justice and Peace Group.  
With Fr Hugh’s encouragement Jill Daniels, Celia Emmott and Joe O’Dwyer invite 
suggestions for what we might do as a parish under the umbrella of a Justice 
and Peace Group and are looking for others to become involved in the Group. 
We would welcome all parishioners, especially families and young people; it is 
your world and tackling issues like climate change, poverty and injustice now 
will have future dividends.  
A meeting with our MP asking him to support CAFOD’s campaign on Climate 
change is only one of several ideas already being discussed. There may be 
opportunities to link our activity to school projects.  
If you would like to be involved in any way please contact Jill at 
jill@handjdaniels.plus.net or Joe at jodwyer@doctors.org.uk putting J&P Group in 
the subject line.  
We will be hosting an initial Zoom meeting on Wednesday 12th May at 7.30pm. 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

Gift Aid Returns. 
Your annual statements for Gift Aid returns are in the narthex awaiting collection.  
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