
Father Hugh writes:  
I very much look forward to our celebration of Confirmation for our five young people on 
Saturday, along with Andrew and Angelo's First Holy Communion. We think that there 
may be a few spaces for extra people if you wish to attend, but the families needs must 
come first. 
The last offering amount was £422 and £20 for the education of future priests? We 
gratefully acknowledge the gift of £5000 from the estate of Terry Kelly who died earlier 
in March this year. 

This is prisoners week, a week in which we can pray for those in prison, their families 
and as well the victims of crime. There are some envelopes from PACT should you wish 
to contribute to their work in helping in the wider field. Please, as with Cafod, place your 
offerings in the prepaid envelope and post directly. As the rise in Covid-19 infections 
rise, so we should be careful in handling monies. 
This has been a difficult year for so many of us, but I can't imagine how dreadful it will 
have been to be locked in a cell 23 hours a day, with effectively nothing to do. 
I have been perplexed for many years as to why the prison estate has not been 
modernised and why we are still using C19th buildings. They are totally inadequate as 
you may have seen on recent news reports on HMP Winchester. They are a disgrace and 
especially when you discover that some prisons are 'listed' I wonder for who's benefit? 
Certainly not for those who are detained or who work there. 

"In the Lord's own house shall I dwell for ever and ever." This is what we shall pray this 
Sunday as our response to the very familiar psalm. It makes a statement for all of us and 
our hopes as disciples, and I hope inspires confidence. The words of the psalm in the 
beautiful Grail translation show us how poetry can really inspire. It is no wonder that this 
is the popular psalm that we are so familiar with. 

Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday and you are again invited to contribute through 
any offerings. There are no envelopes this year because of Covid, but you can contribute 
directly if you wish, using the form on the back page of the current magazine. See more 
details about donating and a message from Pope Frances next week. 

During the week we will keep the Memorias of St Wilfrid on Monday who is secondary 
patron of the diocese; on Tuesday, St Edward the confessor, King who's shrine is in 
Westminster Abbey, St Teresa of Avila on Thursday and St Ignatius of Antioch on 
Saturday: quite a busy week! 

Have you been splashing in the puddles?? I know some children have! According to the 
rain gauge, we have had over 3.5" of rain in the week since the beginning of the month, 
we all know it's rained hard and is much needed. On the lower greensand, it has made 
the garden suitable for planting and I have done a little. This really is the best time of 
the year for planting, because the soil is warm which will encourage root growth and 
help plants to establish quicker. So if you have plans, don't delay!, the days are 
remarkably warm as are the nights. As yet there's no sign of a frost, to get the leaves 
turning and falling, as there was in the 'old days' when we would think of the next weeks 
as being the best for autumn colour. Some say, there is no global warming! 

The Solemnity of St Philip Howard will be celebrated in the Cathedral on Sunday 25th 
October by the Bishop, which is the 50th anniversary of the canonisation of the 40 
Martyrs of England and Wales, one of whom is St Philip Howard. 

Bishop Richard will be offering a live streamed Deanery Mass at St John’s Church, 
Horsham on 4th November at 7pm for all who have died during this difficult year. Please 
provide the name/s of those you would like remembered to Father Hugh who will pass 
them on to Bishop Richard. 




