
Father Hugh writes:  
Please now pray for the repose of the soul of Paulina Manfredini who died last Thursday 
morning, and of course for her family too at this time. 

The Bishops decided that we should take a collection this weekend for 'Sea 
Sunday’. My suggestion is that if you wish to donate, that we do it directly please 
at http://www.stellamaris.org.uk/christmas or by texting sea to 70460. There is a 
poster with the same details in the narthex. 

In these last days of Advent we begin our journey towards Christmas with Mary. 
We've already begun the second part of the season on Thursday last, as the focus 
has moved to the coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas. 
For all expectant mothers the last days before the birth seem long, and the 
waiting continues, suddenly it all changes as the child comes to birth, so it must 
have been for Mary and Joseph, but much tougher with the journey they had to 
make. 

This year has been a tough one for so many of us, and our great thanksgiving has 
to be for all key workers who have kept services ticking along; there are so many 
like our school staff, bin men, emergency services, as we all know the list is long. 
I never cease to be amazed at so many different skills, that we would see as God 
given and graced by the Holy Spirit, to make our world full of wonder. 

I think I must be getting older as our leaders in Science are getting younger?? 
Those who have developed vaccines seem so to me and in the wider realm of 
science too as we look at the whole area of climate change. The year has given us 
much to think about, and how we progress as people, always including the 
poorest in our world who can be excluded in our own rush to be better. 

This year and this Christmas may well help us to reflect on what is really 
necessary in our lives, and perhaps to see that we can all manage with less. But 
too that people, are the greatest gift. 

The Epiphany: which we will celebrate on Wednesday January 6th. There has only 
been one request for an evening Mass, as well as morning, which makes me think 
that we should meet at 10am only. 

With the virus numbers ever rising at the moment; it may be prudent not to do 
anything to make it worse in these winter months. At present we remain in Tier 2, 
but the Surrey parts of our diocese are moving to Tier 3 on Saturday. 

Officially we move into Winter with the Solstice on Monday. It means we've 
reached the shortest day and can begin to look forward to another seasonal 
change. 
We've had copious amounts of rain this autumn after a very dry spring and 
summer; my rain guage suggests 13"  
Our Schools are closed and a very different break will be had by all. 

A Happy Christmas to you all. 
——————————————————————————————————————— 

Please see page 3 of this newsletter for all Christmas notices.
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